
It’s important to remember where Mark starts the story (Mark 1)

• Jesus is WITH US… it’s official we heard it straight  
from God.

• Jesus is WITH US… the Kingdom of God  
(reign of God) is here and it’s GOOD NEWS!

• Jesus is WITH US… Satan is no longer in control.

Mark 9:14–29
14 At the foot of the mountain they found a great crowd surrounding 
the other disciples, as some teachers of religious law were arguing 
with them. 15 The crowd watched Jesus in awe as he came toward 
them, and then they ran to greet him. 16 “What is all this arguing 
about?” he asked. 
17 One of the men in the crowd spoke up and said, “Teacher, I 
brought my son for you to heal him. He can’t speak because he is 
possessed by an evil spirit that won’t let him talk. 18 And whenever 
this evil spirit seizes him, it throws him violently to the ground and 
makes him foam at the mouth and grind his teeth and become 
rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast out the evil spirit, but they 
couldn’t do it.” 
19 Jesus said to them, “You faithless people! How long must I be 
with you until you believe? How long must I put up with you? 
Bring the boy to me.” 20 So they brought the boy. But when the evil 
spirit saw Jesus, it threw the child into a violent convulsion, and he 
fell to the ground, writhing and foaming at the mouth. 21 “How long 
has this been happening?” Jesus asked the boy’s father. He replied, 
“Since he was very small. 22 The evil spirit often makes him fall into 
the fire or into water, trying to kill him. Have mercy on us and help 
us. Do something if you can.” 23 “What do you mean, ‘If I can’?” 
Jesus asked. “Anything is possible if a person believes.” 24 The 
father instantly replied, “I do believe, but help me not to 
doubt!” 25 When Jesus saw that the crowd of onlookers was 

growing, he rebuked the evil spirit. “Spirit of deafness and muteness,” 
he said, “I command you to come out of this child and never enter 
him again!” 26 Then the spirit screamed and threw the boy into 
another violent convulsion and left him. The boy lay there motionless, 
and he appeared to be dead. A murmur ran through the crowd, 
“He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and helped him to his 
feet, and he stood up. 
28 Afterward, when Jesus was alone in the house with his disciples, 
they asked him, “Why couldn’t we cast out that evil spirit?” 29 Jesus 
replied, “This kind can be cast out only by prayer.”  

Notes: What struck me about this message?

Practicing the Presence of God:

Jesus spoke frequently of us staying “awake and aware”  
for the kingdom is near. So, how do we do that?

Awareness of God is enhanced primarily through:

• Dedication to a regular spiritual practice that fits  
your personality

• Spending time in silence, meditation or centering prayer

• Noticing daily where you experience life, energy, joy, 
peace, wisdom and other “fruit of the Spirit” that points 
us to God. (A daily practice of journaling about your 
discoveries can help).

• Talking with a trusted friend or guide, such as a spiritual 
director, about those experiences in life that transcend 
“business as usual” and seem to shimmer with holiness.

“Those only can comprehend it who practice and experience it.”
Brother Lawrence
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