
1 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his 
men camped at the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian 
was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 2 The 
Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. I cannot 
deliver Midian into their hands... 

Judges 7:1–2

There is a spiritual principle this side of Heaven where  

God calls us to scale down in order to overcome .

2...or Israel would boast against me, ‘My own strength has 
saved me.’ 3 Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who 
trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” 
So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand 
remained. 

Judges 7:2–3

The first thing He calls us to scale down on is human  
power and ingenuity .

The second thing He calls us to scale down is control .

4 But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. 
Take them down to the water, and I will thin them out for you 
there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if 
I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 5 So 
Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord 
told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their 
tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” 
6 Three hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping 
like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.  

7 The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that 
lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. 
Let all the others go home.” 8 So Gideon sent the rest of the 
Israelites home but kept the three hundred, who took over 
the provisions and trumpets of the others. 

Judges 7:4–8

Notice what he’s not asking us to scale back on, readiness .

9 During that night the Lord said to Gideon, “Get up, go down 
against the camp, because I am going to give it into your 
hands. 10 If you are afraid to attack, go down to the camp with 
your servant Purah 11 and listen to what they are saying. 
Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack the camp.” ...  
13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. 
“I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round loaf of barley bread 
came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with 
such force that the tent overturned and collapsed.”  
14 His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the 
sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God has given the 
Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.” 15 When 
Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed 
down and worshiped. 

Judges 7:9–11, 13–15

God is working in the spir it realm to empower you  for  

this type of life. That’s why readiness  and notic ing  is so huge. 

6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made 
his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 7 But we have this 
treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is 
from God and not from us.”

2 Corinthians 4:6–7

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me.

2 Corinthians 12:9
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