
“The Return of the Prodigal Son” could also be called  
“Lost Boys”.

•	 The scary and very real possibility of being  

“lost at home”.

•	 Homecomings are complicated… chock-full of choices

22 “But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the 
best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand 
and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been 
found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older son 
was in the field, and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned 
one of the servants and began inquiring what these things 
could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became 
angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out 
and began pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said 
to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving 
you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and 
yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might 
celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you 
killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And he said to him, 
‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this 
brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was 
lost and has been found.’”

Luke 15:22–32
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THE MOVEMENT OF THE OLDER BRO IS A SLOW DRIFT — 

Most of us spend part of our journey in this “distant land”.

3	 “I can’t believe Dad gave 1/3 of our property to that 

little _______ !”

3	 Family business becomes “working for you” 

	 [Beware of “serving God”]

3	 Doing stuff WITH the Father becomes “slaving” 

3	 Joyful obedience becomes “obeying YOUR commands” 

3	 HE becomes IT

MOVEMENT BACK

1.	 Protecting our heart easily becomes “hardening  
our heart”.

	 TIP: This week, give thanks for God’s generosity when 

you spot it in others.

2.	 TURN from EARN 

	 TIP: Ask God to restore your joy. 

3.	 “JUDGE NOT”… CELEBRATE LOTS

	 TIP: Take a break from analyzing and just savor God’s 
invitation to return. 

HEAR THE FATHER SAYING: “I am the party.”



“The Return of the Prodigal Son” could also be called  
_________________.

•	 The scary and very real possibility of being  

_______________________.

•	 Homecomings are _________________… chock-full of 
______________
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and sandals on his feet; 23 and bring the fattened calf, kill 
it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was 
dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been 
found.’ And they began to celebrate. 25 Now his older son 
was in the field, and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he summoned 
one of the servants and began inquiring what these things 
could be. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he became 
angry and was not willing to go in; and his father came out 
and began pleading with him. 29 But he answered and said 
to his father, ‘Look! For so many years I have been serving 
you and I have never neglected a command of yours; and 
yet you have never given me a young goat, so that I might 
celebrate with my friends; 30 but when this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your wealth with prostitutes, you 
killed the fattened calf for him.’ 31 And he said to him, 
‘Son, you have always been with me, and all that is mine is 
yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and rejoice, for this 
brother of yours was dead and has begun to live, and was 
lost and has been found.’”

Luke 15:22–32

The Older Brother  •  Prodigal, Part 2
Ed Noble, Lead Pastor  •  January 2 & 4, 2015

www.journeycommunitychurch.com
edsjourney.org • twitter.com/ednoble • facebook.com/ed.noble2

THE MOVEMENT OF THE OLDER BRO IS A SLOW DRIFT —  

Most of us _________________________________ in this 

_____________________.

3	 “I can’t believe Dad gave 1/3 of our property to that 

little _______ !”

3	 Family business becomes __________________________ 

	 [Beware of ______________________]

3	 Doing stuff WITH the Father becomes _______________ 

3	 Joyful obedience becomes _________________________ 

3	 ______ becomes _____

MOVEMENT BACK

1.	 _______________ our heart easily becomes ___________ 
_________________.

	 TIP: This week, give thanks for _______________________ 

when you _________________________.

2.	 TURN from ____________ 

	 TIP: Ask God to _________________________. 

3.	 “______________ NOT”… ______________________

	 TIP: Take a break from analyzing and just _____________ 
____________________________________. 

HEAR THE FATHER SAYING: _________________________


