
THE STORY OF THE RETURN IS ALREADY INSIDE OF US  

in the form of a question! Can I ever go home?

16 “And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods 
that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to 
him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am 
dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, 
and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me as one of your hired men.”’ 20 So he got up and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said 
to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and 
bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  
24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he 
was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate...

28 “But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his 
father came out and began pleading with him...

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to 
live, and was lost and has been found.’”                                         

Luke 15:16–24, 28, 31–32
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WHAT’S IT TAKE TO RETURN? 

  HANDS 

Old story…….. Deep Question
  i      i
Exile ……........ Am I still welcome? 
(Genesis 3:23-24)

 

*** GOD IS LIKE JESUS... 

  PERSPECTIVE  … God IS inviting us to a party.

  BARRIERS 

• Younger Son barriers: Fear… feels vulnerable, worthless

• Older Son barriers:  Anger, “well how come?”... feels 
offended, entitled 

RETURN TIPS

1. Return first, figure things out later.

• The odds of us sorting it out go way up when  
you are sorting it out in God’s presence. 

2. Receive Jesus and be received by Jesus. 

3. Believe it or not, you are invited to be  

“THE FATHER” — it’s even more fun to  

HOST the party! 



THE STORY OF THE RETURN IS ___________________________  

in the form of a question! _______________________________?

16 “And he would have gladly filled his stomach with the pods 
that the swine were eating, and no one was giving anything to 
him. 17 But when he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired men have more than enough bread, but I am 
dying here with hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, 
and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 
in your sight; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me as one of your hired men.”’ 20 So he got up and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his 
father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said 
to his slaves, ‘Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; 23 and 
bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  
24 for this son of mine was dead and has come to life again; he 
was lost and has been found.’ And they began to celebrate...

28 “But he became angry and was not willing to go in; and his 
father came out and began pleading with him...

31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you have always been with me, 
and all that is mine is yours. 32 ‘But we had to celebrate and 
rejoice, for this brother of yours was dead and has begun to 
live, and was lost and has been found.’”                                         

Luke 15:16–24, 28, 31–32
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WHAT’S IT TAKE TO RETURN? 

  HANDS 

_____ story……............ _______ Question
  i          i
__________ ……........ Am I _________________? 
(Genesis 3:23-24)

 

*** GOD IS __________________... 

  PERSPECTIVE  … God IS _____________________________.

  BARRIERS 

• Younger Son barriers: ______… feels __________, _________

• Older Son barriers:  ________, “well how come?”... feels 
_______________, _______________ 

RETURN TIPS

1. Return first, ___________________________________.

• The odds of us sorting it out go way up when  
you are sorting it out __________________________. 

2. ____________ Jesus and ___________________ Jesus. 

3. Believe it or not, you are invited to be  

__________________ — it’s even ______________ to  

________ the __________! 


